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A-Place is a platform 
dedicated to strengthening 
the bonds between people 
and places by means of 
networked artistic practices, 
carried out with the co-
financing of the Creative 
Europe programme (2019-
2023).

The purpose of A-Place is to design and 
implement art-centred placemaking 
activities in six European cities: 
Barcelona, Bologna, Brussels, Lisbon, 
Ljubljana, and Nicosia. Through site-
specific creative spatial practices 
and cultural projects, the nine project 
partners —higher education institutions 
in the fields of architecture and social 
sciences, community engaged art 
groups and cultural agencies— aim 
to engage a variety of stakeholders 
—residents, artists, architects, 
students, policy-makers— in a process 
of reflection through actions on the 
meaning of and value of place in our 
contemporary global culture.

The project kick-off meeting took place 
in Barcelona, on November 27-30, 2019. 
A comprehensive plan of activities to be 
carried out in the first year of the project 
was released in February 2020. However, 
the unexpected outbreak of Covid-19 at 
the very start of the project was a great 
setback to the implementation of the 
planned activities. Fostering the notion 
of community and activating social 
and physical spaces with placemaking 
interventions have proven to be difficult 
tasks in times of lockdown. In spite of, 
and also because of, this unprecedented 
situation, during this first year we have 
carried out a range of actions in physical 
and digital spaces aimed at exploring, 
redefining and discussing the sense of 
community and its connection to places, 
in times of confinement. 

https://www.a-place.eu/media/ed7ee3a07db22348f1390c1b5596cbd9.pdf
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Art Video 
Productions

Exploring the sense of place
The exploration of the sense of place in our contemporary 
cities and societies through video art plays a key 
role in A-Place. Two art video productions have been 
commissioned during the first year and displayed in the 
Loop Barcelona festival 2020.
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La città dentro

TERRApolis Puig d’Ossa

by Anna de Manincor and ZimmerFrei

by Sitesize 

The project kick-off meeting took place 
in Barcelona, on November 27-30, 2019. 
A comprehensive plan of activities to be 
carried out in the first year of the project 
was released in February 2020. However, 
the unexpected outbreak of Covid-19 at 
the very start of the project was a great 
setback to the implementation of the 
planned activities. Fostering the notion 
of community and activating social 
and physical spaces with placemaking 
interventions have proven to be difficult 
tasks in times of lockdown. In spite of, 
and also because of, this unprecedented 
situation, during this first year we have 
carried out a range of actions in physical 
and digital spaces aimed at exploring, 
redefining and discussing the sense of 
community and its connection to places, in 
times of confinement. The premiere -which 
included a second production with the title 
“Black, I mean normal” took place online 
on November 20, 2020, during the Loop 
Barcelona festival.

Sitesize has been selected as the recipient 
of the artists in-residence A-Place grant 
to carry out a first art video production 
focused on the territory of L Hospitalet. 
The project proposed by Sitesize is a trilogy 
about the city that takes shape in a journey 
through the physical, spiritual, human and 
non-human life of its territory. The first 
part was presented in an online premiere 
on November 21, 2020 as part of the Loop 
Barcelona festival.

https://vimeo.com/475416097
https://vimeo.com/478576554
https://loop-barcelona.com/artist-video/la-citta-dentro/
http://loop-barcelona.com/ca/activity/terrapolis/
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Loop 
Barcelona

A-Place section
A-Place was first presented in the 2019 Loop Festival, in 
the professional meetings section of this international 
festival dedicated to video art. The project scope and 
objectives were presented to a panel of invited specialists 
to receive their feedback at the start of the project. The 
same format has been repeated in the 2020 edition of 
the festival, with the session “A-Place a Year After: Are 
We Constructing Places?” in which A-Place partners 
presented the work done in the first year of the project to 
a panel composed by Esteban Marín, Fundación Contorno 
Urbano; María Solé Bravo, Architect BIG Barcelona and Asli 
Samadova, curator Baku/Milan. 

Another meeting, under the title Audio Description and 
Audio Subtitling of Videoworks: A Place of Its Own, 
focused on how to facilitate access to the videos 
produced by ZimmerFrei for the visually impaired 
community access. The meeting brought to light a 
great deal of creative possibilities for constructing 
places around the subject of the audiodescription and 
audiosubtitling of audiovisual works. The panel of experts 
included Anna de Manincor (filmmaker, ZimmerFrei, Italy), 
Anna Matamala (PhD in Applied Linguistics, Autonomous 
University of Barcelona, Spain), Carme Guillamón 
(Philologist, Narratio Llengua i Accessibilitat, Spain), 
Marta Buzi (Studio Arki, Italy), and Magda Stawarska-
Beavan (artist, Poland/UK). 

http://loop-barcelona.com/activity/a-place-a-year-after-are-we-constructing-places/
http://loop-barcelona.com/activity/a-place-a-year-after-are-we-constructing-places/
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Placemaking 
activities

A programme of placemaking activities to be carried out 
in the six participating cities was published in February 
2020. However, due to the restrictions imposed by the 
pandemic we had to postpone and/or adapt the original 
plans to the situation. A variety of placemaking strategies 
were adopted to implement the activities in hybrid 
contexts, combining onsite interventions and digital 
media: food to retain cultural identity; transforming 
sociophysical spaces into sound places; (physical and 
digital) urban tours and sensorial experiences; and 
group meetings and interviews with local actors, onsite 
and online. In addition, we created a programme of 
activities focusing on the experience of confinement was 
added to the original plan, using photography, mixed-
media and film to express the sense of place during the 
confinement.

https://www.a-place.eu/media/ed7ee3a07db22348f1390c1b5596cbd9.pdf
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AConfinedPlace
School of Architecture La Salle, Urban Gorillas, City Space Architecture 

The impact of the pandemic and the confinement within Europe affected many of 
the activities planned at the beginning of the project. A Confined Place has been an 
opportunity to explore the potential of placemaking and artistic creation in a digital 
context. This programme of activities consisted of:

A blog 

An open call for short films

An open call in social media

Showcasing an exploration of the sense 
of place during confinement through 
photography. Over 60 students from 
Architecture, Sociology, and Art from 
the partner organizations participated in 
creating a collection of photographs and 
texts reflecting the global experience of the 
confinement.

To explore and widen the meaning of places 
in times of Covid-19, in the lockdown 
and recovery periods. From August 20 to 
September 30, 2020, we received over 
335 films from 59 countries. A jury with 
representatives of A-Place partners and 
guest critics will select the winner and two 
honourable mentions. Selected projects will 
be screened at the festival Urban Visions, 
Beyond the ideal city, organized by City 
Space Architecture.

Using photography, video, and mixed media 
commenting on life in confinement focusing 
on two topics: #ARediscoveredPlace and 
#AReimaginedPlace. The call drew 96 
entries from 19 different countries. 2,000 
euros in prize money was distributed 
between the 6 winning projects.

View more >

View more >

View more >

https://www.a-place.eu/media/8f5a77184042d29d2128f5bc84389ad9.pdf
https://www.a-place.eu/media/8f5a77184042d29d2128f5bc84389ad9.pdf
https://aweavedplace.wordpress.com/
https://www.facebook.com/events/217866446168307/?event_time_id=222764469011838
https://filmfreeway.com/AConfinedUrbanVision
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AWeavedPlace

School of Architecture La Salle, Sitesize

in L’Hospitalet

During April May 2020 —during the lockdown— the students of the Systems of 
Representation subject at La Salle School of Architecture carried out an analysis of the 
visual and social territory of L Hospitalet, a municipality included in the metropolitan area 
of Barcelona. Due to the confinement, the analysis was conducted in a digital space, using 
Google Earth to get to know spaces and buildings, and internet to reach civic organizations 
and neighbours. 

A strategy for the social analysis —focusing on the caring city, diverse city, metabolic 
city and emergency city— was proposed by Sitesize, a platform dedicated to the creation 
and research of the contemporary metropolis. A series of short videos summarize some of 
the issues which arose as a result of the interviews with citizens: the city fragmentation 
and the need to have city centres, the construction of relationships between groups 
of distinct social origins, the role of public spaces to foster social cohesion and the 
sense of belonging to the city. Each video is linked to an online questionnaire for the 
citizens of Hospitalet to convey their experience of living in the city. In the planning and 
implementation of activities participated architecture students and faculty, artists, 
residents, civic organizations, local administration and cultural associations of L’Hospitalet. 

View more >

https://aweavedplace.wordpress.com/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkhb2Mo3KFIZdMFnH7kfkLS6rJkYV4kto
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLkhb2Mo3KFIZdMFnH7kfkLS6rJkYV4kto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=WX_CPBsckgY&list=PLkhb2Mo3KFIZdMFnH7kfkLS6rJkYV4kto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=HoF7uB4TIDY&list=PLkhb2Mo3KFIZdMFnH7kfkLS6rJkYV4kto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sf8W-IPyeus&list=PLkhb2Mo3KFIZdMFnH7kfkLS6rJkYV4kto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pnz1rDKAb0I&list=PLkhb2Mo3KFIZdMFnH7kfkLS6rJkYV4kto
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mt4g6G4qa_o&list=PLkhb2Mo3KFIZdMFnH7kfkLS6rJkYV4kto
https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-activity/14
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AHiddenPlace

Faculty of Architecture University of Ljubljana, ProstoRož

in Ljulbjana

A Hidden Place focused on the revitalization of an empty plot in the Bežigrajski Dvor 
district in Ljubljana. The activities carried out from March thru August included workshops, 
seminars, exhibitions and site interventions, engaging local stakeholders, organised groups 
and students in a series of events. The activities were carried out online and onsite. 

A student workshop taking place from March until June 2020, focused on the socio-
cultural context, revealing potential future uses for the site. They proposed temporal or 
semi-temporal interventions and on-site events to attract the interest of the public. It was 
a first step towards inhabiting this hidden place, making it more inclusive and attractive 
for the different social and interest groups. In August, an event was organized in the site 
to bake burek the imported but well accepted dish brought by migrants from Bosnia which 
was recorded in a video screened in A Delicious Place pop up cinema in Nicosia. 

In the placemaking interventions have participated students from the Faculty of 
Architecture University of Ljubljana, members of ProstoRož, and Trajna.

View more >

https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-action/13
https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-action/10
https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-action/13
https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-action/12
https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-activity/24
https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-activity/19
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ADeliciousPlace

Urban Gorillas + project partners 

in Nicosia

Revolving around the topic of food, a programme of activities took place from the 
4th thru 13th of September 2020, as part of the Pame Kaimakli festival in Nicosia. 
The activities included a collective planting action, a performative dinner, two video 
productions recording two community workshops, audio visual ethnographic performances, 
a book launch on the edible gardens of Kaimakli, and a pop-up cinema showcasing 
two international films and documentary video stories. The activities involved diverse 
stakeholders such as a local organisation for the elderly, a migrant association, children, 
artists, local activists, and the wider community. The participating organizations included 
the A-Place partners prostoRož (Slovenia), University of Ljubljana (Slovenia), NOVA 
FCSH (Portugal) and KU Leuven (Belgium), as well as other organizations: Cultureghem 
(Belgium), MultiKulti (Bulgaria), BosserLive (Israel), LaFundició (Spain), ACRA (Italy), and 
Trajna, (Slovenia). 

Actions were supported by the Cyprus Ministry of Culture, the Nicosia Municipality, the 
Italian Embassy, the Indian High Commission, and Thomopol.

View more >

https://www.facebook.com/pamekaimakli/
https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-activity/24
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ACalmPlace

Alive Architecture, KU Leuven 

in Brussels

Alive Architecture and KU Leuven, in collaboration with Renovas and Maison des Arts, 
organized a series of events to generate a place for encounters between local citizens and 
students in a hidden green place behind the Maison des Arts. The programme of activities 
which was carried out on October 9-10, 2020 encompassed a community workshop in 
Place de la Reine led by two Master students from KU Leuven Department of Architecture, 
where the public learned about recycled materials through a hands on do-it-yourself-
approach; a sensory walk guided by a local resident with KU Leuven alumni, using sensorial 
techniques developed by the urban collective OURB, and a concert on Turkish music from 
the Tatyos Ensemble together with a dinner prepared and served by a local association.

View more >

https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-activity/18
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ASoundPlace

Universidade Nova de Lisboa and Nova FCSH

in Lisbon

A Sound Place is an interdisciplinary performance and installation focused on the travelling 
sounds of Mouraria neighbourhood in Lisbon. The event took place on October 31, 2020, 
in Mouraria Innovation Centre, in Lisbon. The activity was based on the idea of travelling 
sounds , as a manifestation of the permanently changing nature of a multicultural 
contemporary society. 

The concert-installation program consisted of two different pieces of contemporary 
classical music: (1) the composer Jaime Reis “Non-Place: A Tribute to Marc Augé” 
(electronics) that include also six parts created by students from Lisbon Superior Music 
School: Mantra (Marta Domingues, 2020); Ulyssipo (Mariana Ribeiro, 2020); Declamations 
III (Hugo Xavier d Almeida, 2020); Common Place (Ana Roque, 2020); Frame (Mariana 
Vieira, 2020); and Mumble (Francisco Rosa, 2020); and (2) Hermes (2017) created by João 
Quinteiro, composer and Ph.D. student from Artistic Studies, Nova University of Lisbon. 

The first composition was created by Jaime Reis and Lisbon Superior Music School 
students, specifically for A-Place, based on the sounds collected in the neighbourhood, 
together with imaginary sounds and memories of local communities, migrants, transient 
population, and artists. The second composition, conceived by the young composer João 
Quinteiro, was based on the story of an immigrant living in the vicinity of Mouraria, and 
other inhabitants stories of surrounding parishes. 

The activity was organised by the NOVA School of Social Sciences and Humanities, Nova 
University Lisbon, the Nova Institute of Philosophy, and The Lisbon Uncommon Association. 
It was supported by Mouraria Innovation Centre, and Lisbon City Hall / Câmara Municipal 
de Lisboa. 

View more >

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OF0zXDHM2oA
https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-activity/20
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AVisionaryPlace

City Space Architecture 

in Bologna

Urban Visions. Beyond the Ideal City is a film festival that will take place in Bologna 
from the 22-25 April, 2021. Its purpose is to promote a debate on the complexity of the 
contemporary city, with a specific interest in public space and urban humanities using film 
as a means of communication, participation and emotional engagement. With this aim, two 
open calls have been organized in order to investigate the city s connections, intersections 
and activities focusing on participation, sharing and social practices in the public realm: 

— A Confined Urban Vision (online competition) with online screenings on December 4-18, 
2020 on City Space Architecture s website and a final online event on December 18, 2020

— A Place/ Migrants, refugees and displaced communities: with screenings during the Film 
Festival “Urban Visions. Beyond the Ideal City” in April 2021 

On October 4, 2020, a pop-up parklet was inaugurated in the neighbourhood of Porto-
Saragozza in Bologna, to host public talks, dialogues and small events. This parklet is 
meant to be an instrument of urban regeneration, a space for life, social interaction and 
sharing. Two activities have taken place: a one-hour language workshop in English, Come 
and speak English at the Parklet! , delivered in five sessions limited to 10 people each due 
to the Covid-19 restrictions; and an artistic show with live music and dance by StaMurga, a 
group of young street artists. In this performance in the parklet, murga —a form of street 
theatre that combines percussion, dance, singing and acting— was the expression of 
peaceful, noisy and colourful dissent.

View more >

https://www.facebook.com/events/3879076552105590
https://www.a-place.eu/en/placemaking-activity/17
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Published 
reports

Two public reports have been released during this first 
year of the project: Quality Assessment Plan, published in 
September 2020, which contains guidelines, methods and 
tools to carry out the evaluation of placemaking activities 
in the A-Place project; and Planning of local activities 
2019-2020, February 2020 (right before the start of the 
Covid-19 crisis) with a comprehensive description of the 
placemaking activities to be carried out in the six partner 
cities —Barcelona, Bologna, Brussels, Lisbon, Ljubljana, 
and Nicosia— during the first year of the project.

https://www.a-place.eu/en/reports/20
https://www.a-place.eu/en/reports/12
https://www.a-place.eu/en/reports/12
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Conferences

City Street conference 
Faculty of Architecture, University of Ljubljana

A-Place presented a paper in the City Street conference 
organized by the Faculty of Architecture, University of 
Ljubljana. In this paper, we discussed the scope and 
activities of the A-Place project, and the methodology 
to be applied in their evaluation within a social, and 
educational context. The presentation took place on 
September 24, 2020.

https://www.a-place.eu/en/papers/22


18



19

At this moment, partners are carrying out an ove-
rall reflection of the work done in the first year In 
the different realms encompassed by the project: 
community building, interactions between commu-
nity and academia, collaboration between artists 
and community, use of digital media in placema-
king, and, above all, the impact of the pandemic 
in public space and the need to adapt the project 
objectives, methods and tools to a situation which 
is likely to have a long-term impact in the way we 
think of and intervene in public space with pla-
cemaking. We hope to provide more examples our 
creative capacities to continue creating places in 
this unchartered territory.

Linking places through 
networked artistic practices


